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PROTO: DEMOCRAT PRIMARY DEBATE PROVES CONNECTICUT DEMOCRATS ARE 
THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING—HIGHER TAXES, HIGHER COSTS, AND A MORE 
UNAFFORDABLE CONNECTICUT 

Middletown, CT — Last night’s Democrat gubernatorial debate between Governor Ned Lamont and 
State Representative Josh Elliott (click here to watch) confirmed what Connecticut families already know: 
no matter which Democrat wins their primary, if they become Governor, Connecticut loses. 

Rather than offering a vision to make our state more affordable, the debate was about which candidate 
could better defend or expand the failed Democrat policies that have resulted in some of the highest taxes, 
electric bills, healthcare costs, and property taxes in America. The debate highlighted clear ideological 
differences between Lamont and Elliott on issues including taxes and energy policy, but both defended 
the failed Democrat policies that have made Connecticut one of the most unaffordable states. 

"Tonight's debate was proof that the Connecticut Democrat Party is the gift that keeps on giving. They 
have given Connecticut families higher taxes, higher energy costs, higher healthcare costs, higher 
property taxes, and a higher cost of living," said Connecticut Republican Party Chairman Ben Proto. "The 
only thing Governor Lamont and Josh Elliott disagree on is how much further left Connecticut should go. 
Neither offered a real plan to reverse the policies that have made our state one of the least affordable 
places to live, work, raise a family, or retire." 

Whether voters choose Governor Lamont or Josh Elliott in the Democrat primary, they will simply be 
choosing between two different versions of the same failed philosophy. Both espouse bigger government, 
more spending, more mandates, no solutions, and continued pain for Connecticut’s working men and 
women. 

"Connecticut families don't need another four years of these failed Democrat experiments," Proto 
concluded. "They need real leadership focused on affordability, public safety, energy independence, 
economic growth, and restoring common sense to state government. In November, voters will have that 
opportunity by electing Republicans who understand that government exists to serve the people. To create 
and implement common sense solutions that will put Connecticut back on track. The same solutions that 
families across Connecticut put in place every day to deal with the hardships created by the Democrats”. 

"The debate wasn't about who can save Connecticut," Proto concluded. "It was about which Democrat 
should be entrusted to continue its destruction. Connecticut families deserve better than another four years 
of what they have gotten from Democrats. Connecticut deserves leaders who understand that 
government's job is to create opportunity. Republicans know the best way to help Connecticut families is 
to let them keep more of what they earn. In November, voters will have the opportunity to reject the 
failures of one-party Democrat rule and choose a future that makes Connecticut affordable, competitive, 
and prosperous once again." 
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